80.   LORD SELBORNE'S VIEW
Lord Selborne's speech at Klerksdorp on the Indian question
deserves to be pondered by every Indian. We print a translation of it
elsewhere.
The burden of Lord Selborne's speech is that Indians and other
Asiatic races should be kept out from areas reserved for whites. They
may settle in districts to be specially set apart for them. As to how
they can be prevented from settling in areas reserved for whites, he
suggests that, since Indians are British subjects and a cowardly [people] ,
they can be treated as one pleases. But there remain the Japanese and
the Chinese. The British Navy ought to be strengthened to keep
these out.
Among countries to be reserved for the whites. Lord Selborne men-
tions South Africa, Australia, America, New Zealand, etc. He concedes
that the Indians should be allowed facilities for colonization, and sug-
gests that Colonies in East Africa may be set apart for them,1
On reflection we see that this would mean perpetual slavery for
Indians, for, if Indians settle in regions such as East Africa, even
there the whites will have the upper hand. The whites will have found
a new training-ground or stepping-stone. Moreover, Indians are in-
capable of settling by themselves in a country and developing it along
modern lines. The suggestion therefore that certain areas be ear-
marked for Indians is without point altogether. Lord Selborne's speech
also implies that no regions where the climate is congenial to white
settlers should be reserved for Indians. In other words, Indians should
only be allotted swampy and malarial regions. Lord Selborne will not
mind Indians languishing in these areas,
. We regard Lord Selborne's speech as utterly selfish and dangerous.
If he had his way, not a single Indian would be left in South Africa. He
believes that East and West can never meet. If this view is correct,
India can have a place in the British Empire only as a subject country,
No other way is open to her. We do not subscribe to this view. If it
is proved that the British people share this view and that there can
be no alternative to it, we shall be compelled to raise our banner against
British rule. It will then be necessary to adopt, and to help others
adopt, the means to free India totally from British rule. But we believe
that we can still enjoy freedom by continuing to live under the British
flag. Thepoers live under the British flag, and are none the less
free for that.
1 Lionel Curtis made a similar suggestion in 1906; vide Vol. VI, pp. 454-5. .